
 

 

 
 

PED’s Lab

 
 

 
7:00 am - 11:00 am | NC Tech Fire Instructors  | Room: Portia

 

Flashover Training is a specialty training. Class limit is 12 each session. There 
are 2 waivers that must be signed and returned prior to the class starting. They 
can be found at wemsaexpo.com/resources. Requirements to participate in 
this Speciality Course: Clean shave, no beard, no 5 o’clock shadow. Attendees 
will be denied if they have facial hair that precludes a secure face seal of the 
mask. Discretion is up to the Instructors. Participants may be made to shave 
onsite. Full Gear and SCBA Tank (and harness). The Tank must be full 4500 psi.

Flashover Training

  

7:00 am - 9:00 am | To Be Served in the Atrium

Continental Breakfast

 

 

 
Dr. S. Michele Cohen  |  Room: Marula

 

This workshop will assist with understanding the principles of trauma informed 
care (TIC) for first responders.  We will explore the neuro-psychological, 
physiological, psychosocial and psychological impact which occurs when a 
person is repeated exposed to trauma experiences in the work place.  In 
addition, topics covered will include; symptoms related to complex trauma and 
secondary traumatic stress (STS).

 

 

 

Pediatric Assessment | 8:00 am - 8:45 am | Room: Aloeswood
Lorin Browne

In this didactic presentation, we will learn how to approach children of all ages 
in a way that fosters trust and facilitates evaluation of any medical needs.

 

 

 

Respiratory Assessment | 8:45 am - 9:30 am | Room: Aloeswood
Michael Kim

 In this didactic presentation, we will learn basic pathophysiology of common 
pediatric respiratory illnesses that result in respiratory distress. We will also 
learn to apply the pediatric assessment triangle for quick evaluation as well as 
more comprehensive clinical evaluation methods. We will learn diagnosis-driv-
en emergency management using case-based scenarios.

 

 

Pediatric Airway Lab | 9:30 am - 11:00 am | Room: Aloeswood
Michael Kim, assisted by Jason Selwitschka, Ben Eithun,

Matt Pinsoneault and Lorin Browne

During this hands-on skills session, we will learn the unique features of the 
pediatric airway and learn basic airway management, supraglottic airway 
device insertion, endotracheal intubation, use of video laryngoscopy and 
difficult airway management.
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Tyler Christifulli & Sam Ireland  |  Room: Mangrove

It’s getting harder and harder to maintain the attention of your audience. The 
solution is an analytical understanding of cognitive deviation. We believe there 
is a lot we can learn from the world of marketing when it comes to the way we 
educate! In this course, Sam and Tyler will take you through a ground breaking 
course built just for medical educators!

Educator’s Atlas | 8:00 am -3:30 pm

  

  

You Are Not Alone:
Coping with Secondary Traumatic Stress

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13
8:00 am - 11:00 am (3.0 CEUs)

 

  

11:00 am - 12:00 pm | To Be Served in CFDE  Ballrooms

Buffet Style Lunch

 
PED’s Lab

 

 
 

Special Needs Pediatric Patients | 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
Room: Aloeswood

 

 
 Pediatric Trauma Hot Topics | 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Room: Aloeswood

 This session will provide a current overview of relevant trauma-related 
literature, as it pertains to pre-hospital care for injured children. With injury 
being the leading cause of death in children, this topic is of utmost importance 
for all pre-hospital providers.

 
 

Pediatric Procedural Skills Lab | 9:30 am - 11:00 am
Room: Aloeswood

During this hands-on skills session, we will learn about and practice 
intraosseous needle placement, intramuscular epinephrine administration, 
effective CPR, quality bag vale mask ventilation and safe transport of pediatric 
patients.

 
Jonathan Bundt  |  Room: Wisteria

Time and impact of the job can take its toll on any responder at any level. This 
presentation is designed to work through a process of understanding of the 
impact in a unique and creative manner that leads to operational readiness. 
With awareness, we will discussion actions and steps to take for our own 
wellness and resilience.

Managing the Spin

 

  

NC Tech Fire Instructors  | Room: Portia

Flashover Training is a specialty training. Class limit is 12 each session. There 
are 2 waivers that must be signed and returned prior to the class starting. 
They can be found at wemsaexpo.com/resources. Requirements to participate 
in this Speciality Course: Clean shave, no beard, no 5 o’clock shadow. 
Attendees will be denied if they have facial hair that precludes a secure face 
seal of the mask. Discretion is up to the Instructors. Participants may be made 
to shave onsite. Full Gear and SCBA Tank (and harness). The Tank must be full 
4500 psi.

Flashover Training | 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

In this didactic session, we will learn how to provide effective and safe 
emergency medical care for children with special health care needs, Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and children who are dependent on technology. We will 
also learn how caregivers and parents can be of a resource for pre-hospital 
care, and we will discuss safe transport methods.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13
12:00 pm - 3:30 pm (3.5 CEUs)

   
UW Emergency Medicine Physicians  |  Room: Guava

Presented by Mike Abernethy, Cynthia Griffin, Ryan Wubben, Josh Glazer and 
Drew Cathers, this session will look at several cutting edge topics in the 
austere environment in which we sometimes work and live. This includes 
ECMO, advanced field resuscitation, Point of Care Ultrasound (POCUS) and 
more!

Current Concepts in Prehospital Critical Care
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Continued

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Continued

  

 

 

 

 

  Joel Porter & Team |  Room: Combined Ballrooms - C, F

A hands-on workshop for BLS providers to explore the world of ALS. Stations 
include ACLS Medications, IV arms, IO simulators, POCUS assisted access, 
SGA, iGel, benefits of ETT, intubation manikins, and mega code. Check out this 
out of the box workshop!

ALS for BLS

  
Charles Butler & Team  |  Room: Mangrove

Attendees will learn about the importance of recognizing key players in their 
communities and the need to work outside “silos” to improve crisis care.  We 
will give examples from our new uniform countywide process for dementia 
crisis including an overall paradigm shift.  We will discuss how the community 
came together to work on this new paradigm including discipline specific 
training and changes to the dispatch system.  

Community Approach to Dementia Crisis

11:00 am - 12:00 pm | To Be Served in DE Ballrooms

Buffet Style Lunch

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14
12:00 pm - 3:30 pm  (3.5 CEUs)

EMS Pocus Doctor Group | Room: Tamboti

EMS providers are used to working with limited diagnostic modalities, but it is 
time to expand our capabilities. This heavily hands-on workshop will introduce 
providers to the indications and potential uses for ultrasound, in both medical 
and trauma patients. Attendees will walk away with an introductory knowledge 
of the Rapid Ultrasound in Shock and Hypo- tension (RUSH) exam.

EMSPOCUS

 

Chris Suprun | Room: Portia

This class will go beyond the "A is for Airway, B is for breathing" approach and 
will examine how we prepare for the call both mentally, physically, and in 
checking and selecting our equipment. It will cover advanced techniques useful 
to all level of experienced prehospital provider and will focus attention into the 
need for systematic thinking to complete assessments correctly.

A to Z Patient Assessment

StateLine Farm Rescue | Room: Tamarind

No farmer leaves the house in the morning expecting to become trapped under 
his tractor. Yet, agricultural death rates consistently rank higher than any 
other profession.  Knowledge of the equipment and its capabilities is 
indispensable during a tractor rollover. The personnel in each position must 
clearly understand their duties and be properly trained in the use of rescue 
tools. Join Stateline Farm Rescue for this hands-on course. 

Specific Dress Code for this course: PPE (Turnout gear) or: Gloves, Closed 
toes shoes, pants, Helmet/ Hard Hat (Cheap at Menards). 

Tractor Extrication

 

  

LifeLink III  | Room: Tamboti

"All levels of EMS providers need continuing education on airway management. 
Need for review of low frequency and high risk airway procedures. Review 
needed on implementation of checklist usage, resuscitation and DASH1A to 
provide best practice and safety for patients encountered. Through lecture and 
skill stations the attendee should be able to understand the importance of 
resuscitation before intubation and RSI, review airway adjuncts and blind 
insertion airways, incorporate the use of checklist in airway management and 
implement various tools to help identify and manage a difficult airway.

Airway Project

 

 

 

 
Michael Herbert  |  Room: Guava

When the rescuer needs to be rescued, you had better be able to pull it 
together and have a plan. In this half-day workshop, you will learn the logistical 
steps to resuscitating a downed firefighter. Michael Herbert will prepare you to 
take theses crucial steps back to your Fire Department. Prepare for the call 
you never want to hear… “Mayday- Mayday- Mayday Firefighter DOWN!” 

Firefighter Down CPR

 

 

Stateline Farm Rescue |  Room: Wisteria

Grain Entrapment or grain engulfment occurs when a person becomes 
submerged in grain and cannot get out without assistance. This more 
frequently occurs at storage facilities such as silos or grain elevators but has 
been known to occur around any large quantity of grain, even freestanding 
piles outdoors. Join  Stateline Farm Rescue for this hands-on course.  Class 
happens rain or shine. 

Please dress appropriately for the weather. 
Specific Dress Code for this course: PPE (Turnout gear) or: Gloves, Closed 
toes shoes, pants, Helmet/ Hard Hat (Cheap at Menards). 

Grain/Silo: Entrapment and Extrication

 

  

7:00 am - 9:00 am | To Be Served in the Atrium

Continental Breakfast

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14
8:00 am - 11:00 am (3.0 CEUs)

 
Anne Schwartz  |  Room: Marula

This session focuses on how agencies can best tell their story, whether it is to 
build positive messaging about the agency’s work on an ongoing basis, to 
message during a crisis, or to provide the community with information during 
the continuity of operations following an incident. Building a strong and 
effective social media strategy can build trust and cooperation within the 
community being served.

Leadership Bootcamp

  

Floor Above Consulting | Room: Guava

This interactive session will examine the primary duties and responsibilities of 
the Incident Commander with a focus on the Incident Command System and 
emergency scene communications. Topics covered will include an overview of 
the Incident Command System, overall incident management, radio communi-
cations, and personnel accountability. Through classroom workshops, group 
exercises and role-playing, attendees will have an opportunity to assume the 
functions of critical ICS positions to lead assigned personnel and communicate 
effectively throughout a series of practical scenarios. 

Fire Ground Command

 Kristen Herreid & Trevor Pinkalla | Room: Marula

Mental Health First Aide teaches a five-step action plan encompassing the 
skills, resources and knowledge to help an individual in crisis connect with 
appropriate professional, peer and self-help care. Participants learn the 
unique risk factors and warning signs of mental health problems, build 
understanding of the importance of early intervention and how to help 
someone in crisis.

Mental Health First Aid | 8:00 am - 3:30 pm

Casper Bendixsen  | Room: Mangrove 

Attendees will have the chance to visit and map out at least one farm. 
Depending on time and class participants, a second farm trip may be included. 
Those farms are both located in/near Lake Delton. Farms include Pine Grove 
Farm and the Lavern Davis Farm. Transportation to and from the farms is 
included with the registration fee.

RFDASH: Rural Firefighting Delivering Agricultural Safety
8:00 am - 4:00 pm



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Continued

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
10:10 am - 12:00 pm (2 CEUs) 

  

Dr. Salim Rezaie | Room:  Kalahari Ballroom

Traditionally, promotion to higher levels of administration is a result of time 
served and knowledge gained during that time.  The reality is that it isn’t how 
much you know that matters, but how much access you have to what others 
know.  In this lecture an analogy will be drawn to chess to get more out of 
people than they knew they could give.

Keynote | Titles Do Not Make Leaders

Chris Suprun | Track: BLS 1 | Room:Tamboti 

Where do monsters come from? Is it possible that the supernatural isn’t that 
supernatural and just rare medical cases that our ancestors misdiagnosed? 
This presentation covers several different disease processes that have been 
theorized to cause patients to suffer signs and symptoms much like the 
Halloween myths of Medieval lore. “Monsters” discussed in this program 
include vampires, werewolves, giants, hunchbacks, mermaids, zombies, and 
gnomes, as well as those other monsters we create from our own impressions.

Monster’s Myths

 

  

7:00 am - 9:00 am | To Be Served in the Atrium

Continental Breakfast

 

Maggie Adams | Track: EMS Leaders & Management | Room: Guava

 

 

Rommie Duckworth | Track: EMS Educators | Room: Tamarind

What can you do to “up your game” as an emergency service educator and 
ensure that your student come out both prepared for the test and ready for the 
street? The key is applying new twists on tried and true education methods. 
Attendees will learn the origins and current applications of adult education 
theory as well as how to set and use effective “on the fly objectives” for any 
class. Most importantly, this program presents instructors with the techniques 
to apply the right teaching methods at the right time to the right students.

Accelerating Performances

 

Mari Pat McAuliff | Track: Special Populations | Room: Ballroom C,F

Attendees will learn effective, safe and meaningful approaches when 
encountering individualswith Dementia. Attendees will learn to recognize 
emotional Well- and Ill-being in individuals with Dementia. Attendees will learn 
ways to improve communication between staff members, resident, CBRF, SNF 
and/ or families. Attendees will gain an expnaded understanding of the basics, 
symptoms, and most common Dementias. This class will also focus on the 
types of emergency calls most commonly related to patients with Dementia.

Comforting Measures When Assisting Those With Dementia

 

 

 
 
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm (1 CEU)

 
 

  
Janet Taylor | Track: BLS 1 | Room: Tamboti

We review the indications, contraindications, side effects, and little-known 
trivia about SL Nitro, aspirin, Charcoal, Epi-Pen, Oxygen, Oral Glucose Gel and 
Albuterol.  All medications that are currently approved for BLS administration 
by the National Registry (and a few that aren’t).   Did you know?.. The same 
activated charcoal used for overdoses is also great for removing odor from cat 
litter?  And it works the same way in your gut!

Just the Basics: Pharm for the EMT

12:00 pm - 2:00 pm | To Be Served in 

Buffet Style Lunch
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Documentation, Billing & Compliance Symposium
for Service Directors

 

Part One

What can providers do to better work with our facility customers who may not 
understand our regulatory requirements. We will review the important 
compliance components of non‐emergency documentation and will discuss the 
essential elements of compliant non‐emergency billing. This lively session will 
discuss the "soup to nuts" needs of the modern nonemergency organization to 
provide quality patient care and maintain good relations with our important 
facility customers.

 

David Wiklanski & Ann Marie Farina
Track: Mental Health & Resiliency |  Room: Wisteria

 

Developing Resilience &
Calling a Code on Our Mental Health

 

Part One

Being a resilient person allows us to adapt better to the stressors and the 
trauma that we encounter in our field. Using an interactive discussion format, 
the participants will learn a variety of coping mechanisms that are grounded in 
positive psychology to better deal with not only critical incidents but also the 
day to day stress of our job.

 
 

Part Two

This course will introduce attendees to the topic of first responder mental 
health. It includes a review of mental health conditions common in first 
responders; an overview of the statistics regarding first responder mental 
health; the signs that someone may be having a mental health crisis, and how 
to talk to someone in crisis and help them get help.

When MI Doesn’t Meet STEMI Criteria
& Things That Make The QRS Wide

Andrew Merelman
Track: ALS | Room: Marula

This talk will focus on EKG examples which do not meet traditional STEMI 
criteria but still represent coronary artery occlusion. We will introduce the 
term Occlusion Myocardial Infarction (OMI) as coined by Drs. Meyers, Smith, 
and Weingart. The term is an effort to move focus from STEMI criteria to other, 
more reliable criteria for detecting coronary artery occlusion.
 
Explore the wild world of EKG interpretation, and the mysteries of wide and 
widening QRS waveforms. Part 2 of Andrew's presentation will expand your 
understanding and challenge your skills as a paramedic.

 

Chris Ebright | Track: BLS 2 | Room: Mangrove

Join Chris Ebright for this two-part symposium. Bolt Out of the Blue and Blown 
to Kingdom Come. Chris will explain how lightning is generated and the basic 
mechanisms of injury resulting from a strike, the psysiological effects that a 
strike has on various body systems, how to conduct initial triage and 
resuscitation of a patient struck by lightning and discuss the patitnet 
treatments. In Blown to Kingdom Come, Chris will describe the physics of blast 
injuries, differentiate between the different blast phases and the discuss the 
pre-hospital management of blast injuries. 

Bolt Out of the Blue and Kingdom Come

 

Floor Above Consulting | Track: Fire (Lecture) | Room: Portia

Upon completion of this course attendees will feel energized to incorporate 
necessary change within their organizations, understand the concept of added 
value and the importance of everyone within an organization operating from 
the same playbook, and understand the need to think outside the box, which at 
times may include stretching beyond traditional job descriptions.

Leading an Organizational Change

 
 When a critical patient is in a small ER which does not have the physician or 

services the patient needs, is the trip to a better resourced facility an 
emergency? Often rural ground transports need to connect with air providers ‐ 
we discuss what needs to be noted in trip reports for those type of trips. 
Documentation compliance is important whether a rural or urban provider. 
This session addresses the unique issues faced by rural services and provides 
tips on quality documentation to maintain compliance.

Maggie Adams | Track: EMS Leaders & Management | Room: Guava

Documentation, Billing & Compliance Symposium
for Service Directors

Part Two
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 Brian LaCroix | Track: EMS Leaders & Management | Room: Guava

Seven "Must Haves" to prepare for the future now. Attendees of this session 
will be able to identify critical success factors in leading successful paramedi-
cine organizations, understand the history of modern EMS, recognize the 
impact of the Triple Aim, prepare for changing demographics in the United 
States, and better understand the growing expectation of the Patient 
Experience.

Patient Centered Leadership

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Continued

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
2:10 pm - 3:10 pm (1 CEU)

 

 
Tim Redding | Track: BLS 1 | Room: Tamboti

Warm-climate, or cold, any of us could suddenly have a patient with a 
cold-related emergency.  This class will discuss the physiology of heat loss 
and gain and the pathophysiology of cold-related emergencies such as 
hypothermia, frost bite and trench foot.

Shrinkage: Cold Weather Emergencies

  
Chip Lange | Track: ALS | Room: Marula

Pediatric patients can be challenging and a little intimidating.  We break down 
how to evaluate and manage like a pro two of the most common and 
sometimes dangerous conditions that you may face in the winter months: 
croup and bronchiolitis.

Nasty Little Germ Sacks

 

EMS/Fire The Grand Illusion

Dr. Salim Rezaie | Track: EMS Educators | Room: Tamarind

Conquering Clinician Practice

David Wiklanski | Track: Mental Health & Resiliency | Room: Wisteria

Providers are exposed to traumatic incidents regularly and without positive 
coping skills will suffer the lingering effects of the trauma. Join me for a 
discussion on different types of coping skills and some take home activities to 
foster a better career.

Coping Skills

Catherine DePoole | Track: Special Populations | Room: Ballroom C,F

This is a presentation about a local 3-year-old that died at the hands of her 
father and step mother’s abuse and neglect. Catherine DePoole was the 
primary care paramedic for Audryna and will present her case from beginning 
to end with an emphasis on abuse/neglect reporting for EMS. Also speaking 
will be Audryna’s birth mother, her focus will be to encourage EMS and first 
responders to report signs of abuse and neglect.

Detecting Child Abuse

 

 

Andrew Merelman | Track: ALS | Room: Marula

This talk will review the pathophysiology of DKA including causes of acidosis 
and electrolyte disorders, including potassium derangements. I will discuss 
the importance of initiating early insulin therapy as the best treatment for DKA 
is lowering blood glucose. In addition, I’ll talk about additional therapies 
directed at addressing fluid deficits, acidosis, and electrolyte abnormalities. 
This will include the reasons for choosing lactated ringers over normal saline, 
the debate over bicarbonate, and how best to manage respiratory and airway 
issues.  

DKA Resuscitation

  
David Fifer | Track: BLS 2 | Room: Mangrove

Management of cold and heat illnesses is a topic rife with myths, dogma, and 
outright falsehoods. In this session, listeners will learn evidence-based 
approaches to hypothermia and heat stroke, and why aggressive BLS care is 
the cornerstone of caring for these patients. 

A Song of Fire and Ice

Jennifer Cuske-Dunn | Track: EMS Educators | Room: Tamarind

This course is geared towards educators and leaders interested in exploring 
how adult learners learn. This interactive discussion will explore the top 
current theories on how adults learn, what format they learn best and how to 
develop education targets to close current gaps seen through quality data and 
performance. It will culminate in identifying how to show gap closure 
evaluation and department metrics.

Adult Education 101

This class will explore physician and nurse volunteerism in emergency 
departments and operating rooms across the U.S. OK, not really, but now that 
we have your attention, let’s talk about volunteerism, funding challenges, 
identity crises, and some other fun stuff related to EMS, Paramedicine, mobile 
healthcare, and out-of-hospital care along with the fire services.  And, let’s 
lead the discussion with a panel consisting of an old manager medic, a rural 
healthcare expert, and a provider/manager from a socialist healthcare system.  
What they have in common is a desire to find solutions to our current 
challenges and they bring some interesting perspectives along with them.

Keeping up to date with the current literature is no small task. You may say it is 
like drinking from a firehose when you’re thirsty; it can be painful and, at the 
end, does it really quench our thirst? The constant influx of new published 
research makes it difficult to stay current with the latest and greatest 
(information overload). At REBEL EM we have been committed to critical 
appraisal of current research with application at the bedside to improve patient 
care. In this talk, I hope to give everyone a step by step guide on how to keep up 
to date in an efficient manner.

Brian Donaldson & Team
Track: EMS Leaders & Management | Room: Guava

Chris Ebright | Track: BLS 2 | Room: Mangrove

Join Chris Ebright for the best talk on Snake Bites! Yep, That's right - Snake 
bites! Attendees will learn how to identify the 3 common snakes of the 
Crotaline family, be able to explain the "do-not's" of prehospital care, explain 
the actions of venom in the body, and identify the right treatment for these 
bites!

Bite Worse Than Bark

Floor Above Consulting | Track: Fire (Lecture) | Room: Portia

Leadership is about having influence in your organization. The subject of 
leadership can be overwhelming and is oftentimes misunderstood. Many 
people interpret leadership as career advancement or rank. However, 
leadership is more of a process than a position. Many times, the biggest 
challenge can be determining what to do and where to begin. This session will 
outline the different levels of leadership and offer more effective alternatives to 
the command and control model typically utilized within the fire service. 

Creating a Leadership Mindset Within Your Organization

  Floor Above Consulting | Track: Fire (Lecture) | Room: Portia

This session will focus on self-leadership and becoming responsible and 
accountable to your own self. Furthermore, it will outline the pillars of 
professional success and will incorporate strategies that will give you the 
confidence to effectively lead, while providing you with perspectives on 
personal accountability and self-leadership that will motivate you to create a 
personal legacy you can be proud of. The concepts explored in this session 
apply to all who work in the emergency services industry and can be applied to 
both professional and personal areas of our lives.

Define Your Dash



 

 
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Continued

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Continued

 

  

 

  

  
    

David Wiklanski | Track: EMS Leaders & Management | Room: Guava

When making the transition from buddy to boss, we bring along our past 
relationships, both good and bad. One of the major difficulties in this transition 
is trying to find that line of how close is too close? In this program, we will 
discuss boundaries for leaders, how to set effective boundaries and the equal 
treatment of all those we supervise.

From Buddy to Boss: Setting Effective Boundaries

Rommie Duckworth | Track: Fire (Lecture) | Room: Portia

Failure to recognize unsafe situations. Failure to prevent unsafe actions. 
Failure to deliver effective operations. These are the results of poor situational 
awareness in emergency responders of all levels. This program uses real-life 
case studies and in-class exercises to train emergency responders in applying 
the steps of situational awareness and action so they can be aware, alert, 
aggressive, always!

Situational Awareness: How to do Your Job Effectively
While Things Are Trying to Kill You

Kristen Herreid | Track: Mental Health & Resiliency | Room: Wisteria

First responders attend calls and witness events that can cause them to 
experience strong emotional, physical, cognitive, or behavioral responses. 
These can be traumatizing and have the potential to interfere with performance 
during and after incidents. They also face day-to-day life stressors that are 
common in many peoples’ lives at work and at home. The compounding effect 
of life stress and trauma exposure can be detrimental to mental health.  This 
course will focus on building resiliency to allow for intentional self-care.

Intentional Self Care

  

Brian Randall | Track: Community EMS/Mobile Integrated Healthcare 
Room: Ballroom C,F

The best part of MIH/CEMS is that it’s developed and designed based on a 
specific state or county’s requirements and therefore no two programs are 
exactly the same. This makes them unique, and when they are built to support 
the gaps found in the county or city, they are operating in, incredibly success-
ful. Come learn about different models and what will work best.

Designing an MIH Program to Save Your Department

Department of Health Services | Track: DHS |  Room: Ballroom D,E

Course Description Coming Soon!

Discussion on Flexible Staffing and E-Licensing Upgrades
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Allison Lancione | Track: Special Populations | Room: Ballroom C,F

Every day first responders encounter stressful events potentially leaving them 
vulnerable to post traumatic stress. This presentation will assist with 
understating Post Traumatic Stress disorder specific to the first responder 
population.  We will explore the symptoms of post-traumatic stress, the impact 
it has on the individual (relationships and work), as well as co-occurring 
issues. In addition, topics included will address the stigmas of mental health, 
barriers to seeking help within the first responder community and recommen-
dations on how to support mental wellbeing within departments.

BONUS SESSION | 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Dr. Matthew Chinn | Room: Kalahari Ballroom

A look at current EMS provider wellness and strategies to enhance their well 
being

Patient: Provider The Most Important Patient

3:10 pm - 4:10 pm

Afternoon Break

Ann Marie Farina | Track: Mental Health & Resiliency | Room: Wisteria

First responder agencies are more likely to experience an employee suicide 
than they are a line of duty death. This course provides an overview of the 
scope of the problem, how to foster a culture that does not contribute to the 
stigma, how agency leaders can reduce employee stress, and how to prepare 
your agency in advance for dealing with a mental health emergency.

Have All My Medics Gone Mad?

 
  

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
4:10 pm - 5:10 pm (1 CEU)

  

  

Janet Taylor | Track: BLS 1 | Room: Tamboti

Lions, Tigers and Bears…..wait… Okay maybe not that type of wildlife but there 
are several things that are necessary to know in order to treat patients who 
have decided to “rough it” in the great outdoors.  Rather than discuss advanced 
interventions, we are going back to the basics and using common sense 
knowledge to treat a variety of environmental emergencies including 
hypothermia, hyperthermia, diving emergencies, bites and stings, altitude 
sickness and much more.

Man vs. Wild

  

Chip Lange | Track: ALS | Room: Marula

We frequently manage complex patients, but sometimes we have to stop and 
think WTF is going on!?  In this discussion, we walk through how to use 
cognitive stop points in sick patients and incorporating effective resuscitation 
communication.

WTF is Going On?

Tim Redding | Track: BLS 2 | Room: Mangrove

Patients older than 65 make up the majority of EMS calls.  How good are you at 
treating your geriatric patient? This session will discuss common geriatric 
issues seen by EMS providers and the myths and misconceptions surrounding 
the care of a geriatric patient.

The Old and Beautiful

Helping Those Who Help Others: What Every First 
Responder Needs to Know About Job-Related Trauma

Doug Richardson | Track: EMS Educators | Room: Tamarind

In addition to understanding how well your students understand course 
content, this sessions results give you the opportunity to change your teaching 
in order to better meet your learning goals. We will discuss the National 
Training Laboratories Instructional Pyramid and its foundation in empirical 
study and we will discuss the use of “Facilitated Drawing” to explain complex 
concepts such as cardiac electrical conduction. You will have a better 
understanding of the importance of classroom assessment techniques.

Classroom Assessment Techniques in EMS

Dan Williams, Carrie Meier and Jennifer Behnke  | Track: SCRTAC  
Room: Ballroom D, E

Description Coming Soon!

SALT Triage & Triage Ribbon Kits: A System That Works!
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Continued

 

  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm (1 CEU)

 

Kristin Ireland | Track: BLS 1 | Room: Tamboti

In this course we will be taking a deep dive into the airway equipment with a 
special look at the BVM, PEEP valve, and CPAP devices and how to optimize 
their use to improve oxygenation and ventilation!  You will gain a better 
understanding of BVM volumes and ventilation strategies in relation to specific 
patient populations. You will learn how to use PEEP to improve oxygenation 
and understand when and how to use CPAP appropriately. 

Respiratory Interventions - Presure and Flow

 

  

 

 

Kevin Collopy | Track: ALS | Room: Marula

At the completion of this presentation, attendees will be able to understand the 
pathophysiology of sepsis and core immune system concepts, describe the 
history of the surviving sepsis campaign, use core measures and indicators 
such as lactate, to improve outcomes, describe the perils and pitfalls of using 
lactate measurement as well as alternatives, and explain the current diagnosis 
criteria and treatment guidelines for sepsis.

Sepsis and Shock 2019

Dan Batsie | Track: BLS 2 | Room: Mangrove

Trauma to the hip and pelvis is both common and potentially life threatening, 
but rarely are these injuries offered adequate time and focus in original 
licensure training.  This class will provide an evidence-based review of pelvic 
and hip anatomy and physiology; common injury patterns and best practice 
care.  Specific attention will be given to care of the hip fracture/dislocation and 
stabilization of the unstable pelvis to control internal hemorrhage.

Hips Don’t Lie

 

Dwayne Semple  | Track: EMS Leaders & Management | Room: Guava

How do you coach your team? Your communication can mean success or 
challenges with your team. Learn how Clarity, Confidence, and Feedback are 
the keys to successful communication with your Team.  Be a Coach! Are you 
using Just Culture to support your technique?

Coaching Into Leadership

 

Greg West | Track: EMS Educators | Room: Guava

EMS educators routinely begin as subject matter experts who must learn how 
to teach.  One of the most important components of being a professional 
educator is understanding how to develop educational offerings using sound 
andragogical principles.  This session will provide EMS educators with the 
basics of curriculum design in a format designed specifically for those within 
EMS. Attendees will learn about program outcomes, course competencies, 
learning objectives, cognitive domain verbs, learning activities, assessments 
(formative and summative), and incorporating the learning cycle within 
curriculum design.

Curriculum Design for EMS Instructors

Chief Steve Hanson | Track: Fire (Lecture) | Room: Tamarind

This presentation is known as Radio 101 and will cover Fire and EMS radio 
communications, interoperability communications, WISCOM and the roll out of 
the FirstNet Broadband Initiative in Wisconsin.  Of particular interest will be 
the future of EMS and Hospital communications utilizing WISCOM as an 
interoperability platform for short and long range communications.

Radio Communications

  
Chris Ackley | Track: Mental Health & Resiliency | Room: Portia

In the world of Fire and EMS we have this job that follows us everywhere. From 
training 4 times a month for a department to extra trainings on the weekends 
or full long week classes, there is always something. Then we add up the calls, 
the calls never stop. How do we make sure those calls and this job does not 
define us. After our 25 years, what do we want our legacy to be? Family? 
Friend? Leader? Firefighter? Paramedic? What is your legacy and what do you 
want it to be?  When the calls rack up and the stress builds, where’s our outlet 
when we our bucket it full? Where’s our separation? How do we empty our 
bucket?  

Don’t Let It Define You

  
Sherri Stigler | Track: Communications |Room: Wisteria

The four pitfalls in the Dispatch Environment. Those are problems with 
Documentation, Assumption, Minimization and Not being nice.  

D.A.M.N. Dispatch

 

Dr. Kim Litwack, Captain Michael Wright, and Brian Randall
Track: Community EMS/Mobile Integrated Healthcare | Room: Ballroom C,F

Join Dr. Kim Litwack, Captian Michael Wright and Brian Randall as they 
discuss Community Paramedicine - what it means for you, your community 
and your staff. They will host a open Q& A at the end of the presentation. 

CEMS Panel

11:30 am - 1:00 pm | To Be Served in 

Buffet Style Lunch

 

 

  

7:00 am - 9:00 am | To Be Served in the Atrium

Continental Breakfast

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
10:10 am - 11:30 am (1.5 CEUs) 

Kelly Grayson | Room: Kalahari Ballroom

Blood. Broken glass. Twisted metal. Death. At some point in our careers, every 
EMT has asked himself the question, “Is this job really worth all this?” All too 
often, we discover that EMS does not love us nearly as much as we love it. The 
hours are long, the pay is low, and the pressures are enormous. So why do we 
continue to do it? Join Kelly Grayson as he describes a career arc from rookie 
EMT to experienced paramedic to career burnout and beyond. You’ll see 
yourself in these stories and laugh alongside him as we examine how we face 
Life, Death and Everything In Between.

Keynote | Life, Death and Everything In-Between

Tim Redding | Track: BLS 1 | Room: Tamboti 

This class will discuss new changes to seizure terminology. We will use videos 
and discussion to clarify types of seizures and at-home treatments EMS 
providers may see. We will discuss the pathophysiology of seizures, using video 
we will discuss newer terminology surrounding seizure types, and current best 
practice for management of seizures.

Seizures 101 - What’s New
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm (1 CEU)

 

Bryan Winchell | Track: ALS | Room: Marula

We know that applying a "standard RSI" to patients in shock can be dangerous: 
both compensated and frank shock require special handling.  Managing pain, 
providing anxiolysis, or sedating patients is no exception.  Clinicians will learn 
important insights to help them wield critical meds skillfully in hemodynamic 
compromise, obesity, and organ failure. This lecture provides clear, 
evidenced-based insights to keep your patients safe AND comfortable.

Fearless Analgesia

 

 

  

  

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Continued

 

 

Kelly Grayson | Track: BLS 2 | Room: Mangrove

Blood pressure, pulse, respirations, pulse oximetry. We all call them “vital 
signs,” and some people even add temperature and CO2 to the list. But how 
“vital” are vital signs, really? How important are a bunch of numbers when 
your patient already looks like death on a cracker? All too often, inexperienced 
EMT's anchor on obtaining a set of vital signs, to the detriment of even 
lifesaving interventions; they're busy counting the rate of agonal respirations, 
when they should be providing normal ones. Let's face it, when your patient is 
in danger of dying in the next few minutes, you don't need to know what the 
vital signs *are*, you just need to know what the vital signs *aren't*, and you 
can get that information with your basic senses, without the need of a 
stethoscope, pulse oximeter, or sphygmomanometer. Join Kelly Grayson as he 
explains how and when vital signs are important, and when they can be 
deferred until later.

How Vital Are Vital Signs?

 

Kevin Collopy | Track: ALS | Room: Marula

Sometimes, even when a protocol is followed, patients deteriorate. Every 
medical procedure comes with risks of complications; when complications do 
occur, patients suffer. While complications don't mean someone made a 
mistake, its easy for a clinician to doubt their own care after the complication 
occurs. This presentation discusses several common prehospital and 
emergency department interventions, the known complications, and their 
evidence based frequency. After presenting the data behind the complication 
rates of common prehospital interventions, you'll hear about three actual 
cases where things went wrong: hypotension following rapid sequence 
intubation, intracerebral hemorrhage following fibrinolytics, and respiratory 
arrest following analgesia and sedation. Hear how clinicians managed their 
patient's complications and how structured support was provided following 
each complication to help support the involved crew members to help improve 
the care of the crew members and the entire system. 

Complications! 

 

Don Peil | Track: Fire (Lecture) | Room: Portia

In this interactive class, we will discuss how to use a variety of resources to 
help first responders understand the hazards associated with hazardous 
materials; including the Emergency Response Guide Book, the NIOSH Pocket 
Guide, CAMEO software package and a chemical matrix, designed to quickly 
determine how a chemical would affect first responders. We will review street 
chemistry terms that are helpful for responders to know and we will also 
discuss some of the latest hazmat concerns that can harm responders while 
on calls.

Hazmat For Today’s Responders

 

Brian Donaldson and Kenneth Navarro | Track: EMS Leaders & Management 
Room: Guava

If you’ve been involved in the business of EMS for even a short time, you’ve 
seen some interesting changes. In fact, the longer you’ve been in the business, 
the more changes you’ve witnessed. And, the changes keep coming faster and 
more furious all of the time. Join us for a discussion ranging from immobiliza-
tion to supplemental oxygen and everything in between. Fasten your seatbelts 
and hold on for this ride through time, as this session promises to be a fun 
exchange of information.

It Seemed Like a Good Idea at the Time

  

Tom Schoofs | Track: Fire (Lecture) | Room: Portia

You’ve seen everything right? Now why is it so hard talking to the crew about 
it? Why when it comes to talking about mental health does majority of our own 
get defensive? Shouldn’t talking about our own mental health and our crews 
mental health become a top priority in our career? During ‘Mind Games’, Tom 
will dive into these questions and have you ready to have the tough discussions 
in your firehouse. 

Mind Games

Kristen Herreid | Track: Mental Health & Resiliency | Room: Wisteria

Throughout the career of a first responder, time and energy is spent preparing 
financially for long and productive retirement.  Statistics on first responder 
suicide tell us a very different story. This course will focus on mental health 
wellness specifically in preparation for retirement

What’s Next?

Doug Richardson | Track: EMS Educators | Room: Tamarind

In the class PowerPoint Best Practices, we will discuss and define the term 
“Death by Powerpoint”. We will discuss how PPT is meant to supplement, 
support and augment the teacher, not overshadow them. We will discuss how 
the presentation should be kept consistent and at the same time simple. 
During the presentation, we will explain how bullet points should be kept at a 
minimum or eliminated altogether. We will discuss the 1-6-6 and 10-10-30 
guidelines. By the end of the class, the educators will have a new insight on 
just what PPT is and how it should be used.

Power Point Best Practices, Ethics in EMS and Personal 
Misson Statements

Brian Randall | Track: Community EMS/Mobile Integrated Healthcare 
Room: Ballroom C,F

Data is one of the most important parts of a Community MIH/CEMS Program. 
Learn how to create Sustainability using the data you gather during your 
program. Understanding these and being able to deliver results to all your 
stakeholders will impact the long term viability of your program.

Using Data to Create Sustainability in
your MIH/CEMS Program

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
2:10 pm - 3:10 pm (1 CEU)

David Fifer | Track: BLS 1 | Room: Tamboti

Everything you know about shock is (perhaps) wrong. In this session, listeners 
will learn how to apply simple tools like SpO2, the Shock Index, MAP 
calculations, and ETCO2 to detect subtle presentations of shock early, and 
intercede before the patient progresses to decompensation.

Shock Blocking

Dan Batsie | Track: BLS 2 | Room: Mangrove

Recruitment and retention failures are an epidemic that plagues EMS at all 
levels. Volunteer, paid, urban, rural…few agencies have enough qualified 
personnel to meet optimal staffing demands. While pay plays a large role, the 
factors that are most controllable by agency leadership are consistently 
related to the culture that is created within the organization. Concepts such as 
pride, identity, ownership, and belonging are among the most important 
anchors for retention and yet these valuable traits are too often minimized and 
ignored. Retention is a leadership skill that can be crafted and improved. This 
class will discuss how to do just that.

Who Will Be Our Champions: Creating a Culture
of Empowerment in EMS
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James Winter | Track: Operations | Room: Ballroom C,F

This class will give you an intro to the use of sUAS (small Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems) for Fire and Rescue Services. We will cover the basics of the FAA 
rules as well as the differences in between commercial (professional) and 
hobby drone rules. We will review common SOP’s for drone use with Fire and 
Rescue agencies. We will cover some of the many types of drone options 
available, their capabilities and their potential uses in a variety of scenes.

Drone Use in Emergency Services

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Continued

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Continued

Dwayne Semple | Track: EMS Leaders & Management | Room: Guava

From the perspective of a small province in Canada the number and severity of 
incidents that are natural and man-made can be relevant to what and how you 
prepare for the next big one. Learning from history, understand what incidents 
you can prepare for and implement your plan successfully. Sharing your story 
on the challenges of your incident can help your neighbor’s next one!

Lets Talk. Preparing For The Next One!

Kyle Wilkinson | Track: Mental Health & Resiliency | Room: Wisteria

“After 20 years as a firefighter/paramedic, something was seriously wrong with 
me.  My life was coming apart at the seams.  I wasn’t sleeping.  The 
nightmares were horrible.  Nothing in life brought me satisfaction or joy.  My 
marriage was crumbling.”

This presentation is an inside look at how Kyle Wilkinson’s experiences lead 
him to become “Lost, in Plain Sight”; his diagnosis of Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, his treatment experience and his life after PTSD.

Lost in Plain Sight

Greg West | Track: EMS Educators | Room: Tamarind

Online learning is very different from traditional face-to-face classroom 
instruction.  While online learning can provide busy adult students with 
much-needed flexibility, developing an engaging online course atmosphere 
while also ensuring academic integrity can be a challenge.  This session will 
provide EMS educators with ideas on how to build engaging content for use in 
an online course. Attendees will learn about Quality Matters, curriculum 
design aspects related to online courses, legalities related to online course 
delivery, accessibility considerations, competency-based delivery, academic 
integrity tools, and online assessment strategies.

Building and Delivering Online Content

 

  

Bryan Winchell | Track: ALS | Room: Marula

Take your STEMI-finding skills to the next level with this practical, case-based 
session. Building on your fundamental understanding of 12-lead STEMI 
diagnosis, we will explore how to determine the site of a coronary occlusion. 
This evidenced-based approach will increase your accuracy, prevent missing 
subtle occlusions, and help you be more confident in your ECG interpretation.

Localizing Your STEMI

Kenneth Navarro | Track: BLS 2 | Room: Mangrove

The possibility that young physically fit athletes may be susceptible to sudden 
cardiac death seems counterintuitive.  Nevertheless, such catastrophes occur, 
often in the absence of prior symptoms and the emotional and social impact 
can be profound.  Two conditions, hypertrophic cardiomyopathy and commotio 
cordis together are responsible for almost half of the deaths.  This presenta-
tion will examine these conditions in detail and provide EMS with useful 
information for helping to reduce the incidence of sudden death in the young 
athletes within their local communities.

Sudden Death in Young Athletes

Dan Williams, Carrie Meier and Jennifer Behnke  | Track: SCRTAC  
Room: Ballroom D, E

Description Coming Soon!

SALT Triage & Triage Ribbon Kits: A System That Works!

Chris Suprun | Track: EMS Educators | Room: Tamarind

From A to Z, patients come in all shapes and sizes, but whether you use 
curriculum from the old EMT standards of ABCs, the ATLS, ATT, ITLS, or 
PHTLS programs using ABCDE, or the Trauma Nurse Core Curriculum of A 
through I, several fundamental factors appear again and again. These factors 
are key to solid patient assessment to maximize your chances of catching both 
the deadly and the unique during the Platinum Ten Minutes. This case study 
based session will look at patient assessments in an entertaining and engaging 
way to help responders better conceptualize the need for a thorough and 
detailed patient assessment. The cases will come from actual patients and will 
reinforce the need for every step in the process to have a clear picture of their 
patient.

Who Put the “Ass” in Assessment?

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
3:40 pm - 5:00 pm (1 CEU)

Kelly Grayson | Track: BLS 1 | Room: Tamboti

“Do paramedics diagnose?” Few questions are guaranteed to spur as spirited 
debate in EMS as that one. Whether you call it a field impression, a field 
diagnosis, a differential diagnosis, or a Supermedic Hunch, what we do 
accurately meets the definition of a diagnosis. Not only do paramedics 
diagnose, but so do EMTs! Join Kelly Grayson as he examines the outdated and 
inaccurate practice of treatment by symptom management, how diagnoses are 
formed, refined, and changed, and how it is absolutely necessary to diagnose a 
patient before we can treat one.

Yes, We Do Diagnose

3:10 pm - 3:40 pm

Afternoon Break

 
  

 Dan Batsie | Track: Fire (Lecture) | Room: Portia

Difficult and dangerous public safety situations require teams to work together 
and perform at high levels under the worst possible circumstances.  Leader-
ship is the glue that bonds a simple collection of individuals into the high 
functioning machine that exceeds the capabilities of its individual parts.  
However, far too often we fail to prepare leaders for the role and fail to ready 
them for the demands of the crisis.  This class will describe the key compo-
nents of team dynamics and the common failures associated with situational 
stress.  We will discuss real world scenarios and translate lessons into 
strategies to improve team leadership capabilities.  All levels are welcome.

Tom Schoofs | Track: EMS Leaders & Management | Room: Guava

Whether we like it or not, there is a huge multi-generational shift not only in 
both Fire and EMS but in our country. Some generations are getting a bad 
wrap, isn’t the previous one to blame?! How do we embrace this change in our 
society both at work and at home. 

Get Off My Lawn!

Leading Teams: The Role of Leadership in Optimizing
Crew Performance in Critical Situations

Empathy in EMS &
Jaded: Combating Burnout

  

 
 

Empathy in EMS | Track: Mental Health & Resiliency 
Room: Aloeswood

 

WEMSA's own Conference & Education Director, Amanda Bates teams up with 
the incredible Chris Ackley to deliver one of the most important presentations 
at the conference - Maintaining Empathy in EMS (it is not always about 
Paramedic level skills) and not letting burnout get the best of you, preventing 
you form being the Firefighter you sent out to be. Take your power back! Join 
them for an eye opening, engaging, heartfelt exploration of how choices made 
effect yourself and others in the EMS/Fire Service. 



Page 9
 

  

BONUS SESSION

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17
8:30 am - 10:00 am (1.5 CEUs) 

David Fifer | Room: Cypress

EMS is in crisis, and the future of our field is in question: volunteerism is 
dwindling, career turnover is high, and the financial model that underpins 
ambulance services nationwide is unsustainable. The solutions to this crisis 
are right in front of us, but many seem unable to recognize them. In this 
keynote address, David Fifer will challenge us to reframe our understanding of 
the entire American EMS model so that we can save it, and save ourselves.

Into the Black: Setting the EMS Fire Escape

Empathy in EMS &
Jaded: Combating Burnout

  

Dan Williams, Carrie Meier and Jennifer Behnke  | Track: SCRTAC  
Room: Ballroom D, E

Description Coming Soon!

SALT Triage & Triage Ribbon Kits: A System That Works!

  Jaded: Combating Burnout | Track: Mental Health & Resiliency
Room: Aloeswood

Burnout happens each and every day, but do we really see it until it’s to late.   
Do we spend all of our compassion at work and none at home? How do we fix 
and cute the burn our phase? As leaders, we need to see that change and 
Show we are open to talk about it. In fire and EMS we work crazy hours and 
then either go to our full-time jobs or it is our full-time job and we work a 
part-time fire job or EMS job on top of it, because we love it. Do we become 
jaded? Do we end up with a short fuse? What about our family? Do they end up 
seeing the jaded side of us? Are we letting this job define us? We need to 
understand what burn out is and how we can work with it to ensure we are our 
best every day


